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THE  CANADIAN  Ein'OMOLOGIST. 


BRIEF   NOTES    OF    A    TRIP    TO   POINT  PELEE,   WITH 

ADDITIONS  TO  OUR  LIST  OF  CANADIAN 

BUTTERFLIES. 

BY   THE    EDITOR. 

During  the  summer  of  1882,  we  paid  a  flying  visit  to  Point  Pelee,  in 
company  with  some  friends  who  were  interested  in  Botany.  This  point 
of  land  extends  directly  south  into  Lake  Erie,  near  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  County  of  Essex,  and  is  among  the  most  southerly  points  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario.  On  the  west  side  of  the  Point  the  land  is  chiefly 
marsh  until  near  the  extremity,  and  is  a  prolific  hunting  ground  for  sports- 
men in  search  of  water-fowl ;  it  is  also  a  breeding  place  for  millions  of 
Neuropterous  insects.  The  east  shore  is  sandy,  and  between  this  and  the 
marsh  are  several  farms  and  a  considerable  area  of  uncultivated  arable 
land  more  or  less  covered  with  woods. 

We  reached  Essex  Centre,  on  the  Canada  Southern  Pvailway,  the 
nearest  point  of  access  by  rail,  at  7  p.  m.,  on  the  28th  of  June,  where  we 
hired  a  vehicle  and  driver  for  three  or  four  days,  and  drove  that  evening 
over  an  excellent  road  18  miles  to  Leamington.  The  night  was  spent 
here  and  an  early  start  made  the  next  morning  for  the  Point.  A  drive  of 
about  three  miles  brought  us  to  the  base  of  the  Point,  and  after  a 
journey  of  about  eight  miles  farther,  we  reached  the  upper  extremity. 

The  day  was  warm  and  pleasant,  and  during  the  last  portion  of  this 
drive  we  saw  more  Dragon-flies  and  other  Neuropterous  insects  than  we 
had  ever  seen  in  our  lives  before ;  they  literally  swarmed  everywhere, 
especially  in  sunny  spots.  They  flew  in  our  faces  and  buzzed  about 
our  ears  as  we  were  driving,  and  settled  on  our  clothing  in  considerable 
numbers.  After  catching  all  that  could  be  conveniently  carried,  we 
amused  ourselves  by  swinging  the  net  in  different  directions,  catching  a 
few  dozen  and  then  letting  them  fly  again.  Among  the  most  numerous 
species  were  Libellula  basalis,  L.  trimacu/ata,  Z.  exusta,  Diplax  intacta^ 
and  D.  rubicundula^  with  some  others  undetermined.  During  the  drive 
there  also  floated  past  us  on  rapid  wing  several  specimens  of  Papilio 
cresphontes  and  one  or  two  P.  marccilus,  but  they  flew  with  the  prevailing 
wind  directly  over  the  swamp,  where  pursuit  was  impracticable.  As  we 
passed  a  sunny  spot  in  the  woods,  approaching  the  end  of  our  journey,  a 
tixutll  dark-colored  insect  was  seen  hovering  about  some  flowers  growing 
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by  the  road-side,  which  from  its  peculiar  jerky  flight,  was  evidently  a  Thecla, 
A  brief  chase  resulted  in  its  capture,  when  it  proved  to  be  Thecla  stnilacis 
Boisd.,  =  auburniana  Harris,  never  before,  to  our  knowledge,  recorded  as 
occurring  in  Canada.  As  we  approached  the  extremity  of  the  Point,  we 
left  the  swamps  behind  us  and  with  them  the  multitudinous  hosts  of  the 
larger  Neuropterous  insecrs,  but  several  of  the  smaller  species  were  present, 
associated  with  Dipterous  insects,  in  prodigious  numbers,  flying  in  clouds 
from  every  tree  and  bush  we  touched,  the  vibration  of  their  many  wings 
causing  a  loud  roar  or  buzz.  The  sides  of  houses  and  barns  were  so 
thickly  covered  with  them  as  to  almost  hide  the  wood  they  rested  on,  but 
they  did  not  venture  inside  the  buildings. 

The  next  day  was  unfavorable  for  collecting ;  the  rain  poured  in  tor- 
rents until  early  in  the  afternoon.  As  soon  as  it  had  ceased,  we  wandered 
several  miles  along  the  sandy  roads  and  shores,  and  found  many  inter- 
esting plants  and  trees,  but  there  were  very  {t\!  insects  on  the  wing, 
excepting  those  belonging  to  the  Neuroptera,  which  weie  everywhere  in 
abundance.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  while  beating  about  among  the  bushes 
on  the  sand  hills  on  the  eastern  shore,  a  yellow  butterfly  started  up  which 
at  first  was  thought  to  be  a  pale  C.  philodice,  but  there  v/as  something 
unusual  about  its  appearunce  and  manner  of  flight  which  led  us  to  pursue 
it  until  captured.  Imagine  our  surprise  when  we  found  it  to  be  a  female 
specimen  of  Terias  Mexicana  Boisd. 

In  W.  H.  Edwards'  Catalogue  of  D.urnal  Lepidoptera,  Thecla  stnilacis 
Boisd.  is  said  to  be  found  in  the  Atlantic  States,  Mississippi  Valley  and 
Texas,  while  th»  localities  given  for  Terias  Mexicana  are  Texas  to 
Arizona ;  California,  occasionally  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

Since  both  these  butterflies  are  new  to  our  Canadian  lists,  we  append 
descriptions  of  them. 

Thecla  stnilacis  is  thus  described  by  Boisduval :  "  Upper  side  blackish 
brown,  with  a  pale  whitish  spot  near  the  middle  of  the  costal  edge  ;  the 
secondaries  have  two  thin  tails  as  in  the  analagous  species. 

"  Under  side  greenish,  often  washed  with  a  little  reddish,  with  a  trans- 
verse whitish  ray  sinuous  on  the  primaries,  tortuous  on  the  secondaries, 
bordered  in  front  by  a  ferruginous  tint.  Between  this  ray  and  the  base, 
the  secondaries  have  another  short  transverse  sinuous  ray  of  the  same 
color.  The  extremity  is  marked  by  two  or  three  ashy  crescents,  of  which 
the  intermediary  is  black  in  front,  and  the  third  in  a  line  with  two  or  three 
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small  ferruginous  spots,  more  or  less  distinct.     The  anal  palette  is  black, 
and  near  the  fringe  there  is  a  small  white  marginal  line. 

"  Larva,  which  feeds  on  Smilax,  is  green,  with  the  head  and  feet 
blackish.  It  has  four  rows  of  red  spots,  of  which  the  two  dorsal  are 
formed  of  smaller  spots,  and  one  on  each  side  composed  of  spots  some- 
what larger. 

"  Chrysalis  grayish-brown,  with  the  abdomen  more  clear  and  reddish." 
Harris,  who  regarded  this  species  as  distinct  from  smilacis^  thus 
describes  it  under  the  name  of  auburniana,  and  Harris'  description  agrees 
more  closely  with  the  specimens  captured  by  us  than  does  that  of  Bois- 
duval.  Harris  says  :  "  The  outermost  of  the  tails  of  this  insect  is  very 
short,  and  often  nothing  remains  of  it  but  a  little  tooth  on  the  edge  of  the 
wing.  It  varies  considerably  in  color ;  the  females  are  generally  deep 
brown  above,  but  sometimes  the  wings  are  rust-colored  or  tawny  in  the 
middle,  as  they  always  are  in  the  males ;  the  oval  opaque  spot  which 
characterizes  th(;  latter  sex  is  ochre-yellow.  Upon  the  under  side  the 
wings  in  both  sexes  are  green,  the  anterior  pair  tinged  with  brown  from 
the  middle  to  the  inner  edge ;  externally  next  to  the  fringe  they  are  all 
margined  by  a  narrow  wavy  white  line,  bordered  internally  with  brown ; 
this  line  on  the  fore  wings  does  not  reach  the  inner  margin;  on  the  hind 
wings  it  consists  of  six  spots  arranged  in  a  zigzag  manner,  and  the  last 
spot  next  to  the  inner  margin  is  remote  from  the  rest ;  besides  these  there 
are  on  the  same  wing"  three  more  white  spots  bordered  with  brown  between 
the  zigzag  band  and  the  base ;  and  between  the  same  band  and  the  margin 
three  black  spots,  behind  the  middle  one  of  which  is  a  rust-red  spot  with 
a  black  centre.  The  wings  expand  from  inV  to  nV  inch.  This  pretty 
species  is  found  on  the  mouse-ear  ( Gnaphalium  plantagineum)  in  May, 
and  on  the  Aowers  of  the  spearmint  in  August." 

•*  Terias  Mexicana  Boisd.  Boisd.  Spec.  Gdn.  679.  Figured  on  pi.  3, 
C.  fig.  1,  of  Boisd.  Spec.  G^n. 

"  Wings  brilliant  citron  yellow ;  primaries  with  a  black  border  at  the 
extremity,  rather  wide,  ending  squarely  at  the  internal  angle,  showing  near 
the  middle  a  rather  deep  quadrangular  sinus;  the  outer  edge  slightly 
sinuate,  and  whitish ;  secondaries,  with  the  middle  of  the  exterior  edge 
prolonged  to  a  prominent  angle,  in  the  form  of  a  tail ;  a  black  border  of 
moderate  width,  a  little  dentated  on  its  internal  side,  not  reaching  the 
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internal  angle ;  costal  edge  washed  with  orange  yellow,  mingling  with  the 
ground  color. 

"  Under  side  of  the  primaries  pale  citron  yellow,  with  a  black  central 
point,  the  edge  intersected  with  brown  points  ;  the  outer  edge  reddish  near 
the  fringe. 

"  Under  side  of  secondaries  yellow,  sprinkled  with  ferruginous  atoms, 
with  a  blackish  central  point ;  edge  intersected  with  ferruginous  points, 
and  marked  near  the  external  angle  with  a  spot  of  the  same  color ;  the 
posterior  half  having  four  or  five  other  spots  of  the  same  color,  of  which 
two  or  three  are  in  a  line,  and  tending  to  form  a  transverse  band ;  the 
middle  of  the  outer  edge  more  or  less  washed  with  ferruginous. 

"  Female  differs  from  the  male  in  the  upper  side  being  yellowish  white, 
with  a  wider  border,  the  quadrangular  sinus  more  profound  ;  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  secondaries  widely  orange  yellow,  and  below,  three  ferruginous 
posterior  spots  form  on  the  secondaries  a  narrow,  transverse,  ferruginous 
band. 

"  Texas — Louisiana — Mexico." 

Among  the  other  insects  taken  were  Papilio  cresphontes,  P.  ttirnm, 
P.  troilusy  Colias  philodice,  Terias  Visa,  Argynnis  cybele,  Phyciodes  tharos, 
Pyrameis  huntera,  P.  atalanta,  Anchyloxypha  numiior,  Pholisora 
catuUuSy  Eudainus  tityrus,  Eudryas  grata,  Leucania  unipuncta,  Lucanus 
lentus  and  Macrodactyhis  subspinosus.  The  latter  species  was  very  common 
on  the  flowers  of  the  tulip  tree  ( Liriodcndron  tulipifera),  which  was  then 
blooming  freely ;  also  on  the  sour  gum  or  Pepperidge  tree  (Nyssa  multi- 
flora). 

The  next  mornhig  we  started  early  on  our  return  journey  and  reached 
Essex  Centre  in  time  to  take  the  afternoon  train  home.  Had  the  weather 
been  favorable  we  should  doubtless  have  reaped  u  much  richer  harvest. 


THE  HAIRY  LARV^  AND  THEIR  PARASITES. 

BY    FREDERICK    CLARKSON,  NEW    YORK    CITY. 

It  is  generally  acknowledged  by  Entomologists  that  the  hairy  larvae, 
such  as  the  Arctians  and  their  allies,  very  commonly  escape  parasitic 
attack,  a  circumstance  attributable  to  the  fact,  that  in  order  to  permit  the 
deposit  of  ova,  these  caterpillars  must  be  discovered  by  the  parasites  in 
favorable  postures,  or  else  worried  by  them  into  such,  that  the  spines 
separating,  give  the  only  opportunity  for  the   insertion  of  the  ovipositor. 


